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united), his supporters numbered four hundred and
seven, while the opposition consisted of only thirty-four
Radicals on the Left and two Clericals on the Right.
Before the end of the following June Cavour
the parties was dead, and his followers, who did not
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and Left are really lorm a political party, and had been
held together only by his commanding influ-
ence, soon fell apart. They separated into a Eight and
a Left, of which the Eight believed in moving slowly
and cautiously towards the completion of
bytiie en Italian unity, waiting till the turn of Euro-
pean politics should give a favorable chance
to take a decisive step, while the Left was impatient,
anxious to force the issue, and ready to follow the pop-
ular impulse. Twice only (in 1862 and 1867) the Left
under Eattazzi came to power, and both times its policy,
after a short trial, proved a failure.1 On each occasion
Garibaldi, with the connivance of the ministers, as it
was supposed, invaded the papal territory at the head
of a band of volunteers, only to find his expedition
checked by the interference of Napoleon III. In 1862
the Italian government, to prevent a serious collision
with France, arrested him at Aspromonte, and in 1867
his forces were dispersed by French troops at Mentana.
On each occasion, moreover, a fear that Italy would be-
come embroiled in a quarrel with the Emperor quickly
replaced the Eight in office. The Left having shown
itself incapable of completing the unity of the nation,
the Eight remained in power until this work was ended

1 In the first of these cases the cabinet did not belong purely to the
Left, Sella, a leader of the Right, being a member of it.